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perfectly correct. The Department of
State understands that Mr. van Rap-par- d

Is being transferred to a Euro-
pean post pursuant to a decision of the
Netherlands forelen office last Febru
ary. The Dutch minister said today
that It was customary for a minister to
remain here four jears, and that his
own transfer had been arranged many
months aco. He will continue to be in
charge of the legation for at least two
months, when his successor Is expected.

If there are any diplomats in Wash
lngton under suspicion, therefore, of
complicity In the sending of secret
messages to Germany, the Department
of State has decided that It would
not be wise to reveal who they are,
but It Is quite likely that all the
legations will be more circumspect
about the character of their messagea
hereafter.

Jfot To End Xegotlatlons.
In this connection, tha State De

partment made It quite clear today
that It did not Intend to suspend the
negotiations about food questions
with Sweden. The Impression had
been spread that the whole purpose
of the recent revelations was to bring
about a more rigid embargo on ex
ports to Sweden. Officials disclaim-
ed any such Intention Indicating that
the exposure of German duplicity was
the real object of the Stat Depart
ment's publication of the messages.
And It was quite encouraging to

that these same officials re-

corded themselves as not believing
that because certain attaches of the
Stockholm foreign office might have
been guilty of connivance with Ger
many, It. therefore, became the duty
of the United States to negotiate the
embargo question no longer with the
Stockholm foreign office. Faith In the
Swedish government has not been
lost, apparently, and prompt correc-
tive measures taken by the present
ministry, undoubtedly will restore
confidence here.

By JOHX GRAXDEXS,
(United Press Staff Correspondent.)
BERLIN (via London), Sept. 15.

The Berlin Vosslche Zeltung today
suggested the "spurlos versenkt"
treatment for Count Luxburg, German
minister at Buenos Aires.

"His intentions were of the best,"
the editorial declared, "but he was
too temperamental. He should be re
called. Let htm spurlos versenken."

"Spurlos versenkt" means literally
"sunk without a trace." It wu Lux-burg- 's

own terminology of how Ger-
many should deal wltn certain Argen-
tine ships, revealed by the American
State Department.

MEXICO LOOKS UPON

INTRIGUE OF ENVOYS

IN UNINTERESTED WAY

MEXICO CITT, Sept. IB. Mexico
will take no action in the Eckhardt
Cronholm affair unless the United
States' makes further disclosures dl
rectly affecting the Mexican govern
menu

Such a policy waa announced to-

day by high officials. The govern-
ment regards the revelations aa "not
of official Interest"

Former Swedish Charge Cronholm
waa still In hiding today, and Ger-
man Minister Von Eckhardt. who
yesterday found the American reve-
lations "damn uninteresting," barred
all Interviewers;

EI Pueblo, however, today printed
an InterIew with the German envoy
In which he flatly denied writing any
letter recommending a decoration for
Cronholm. He said, according to El
Pueblo, that he was "merely acquaint-
ed with Cronholm. hating met him at
official ceremonies and receptions.
and added that he "bad never had fur
ther relations with him."

POLICE GUARD LEGATION

AS LUXBURG PREPARES
TO QUIT BUENOS AIRES

By CnARI.ES P. 8TEWART
(United Press Staff Correspondent.)
BUENOS AIRES. Sept. 15. Count

Xoxburg waa still packing up today,
while massed police guards patrolled
the Germai. legation to guard him
from possible demonstrations. Presi-
dent Irlgoyen, It was announced,
would grant the Teuton representa-
tive a "reasonable time In which to
Utilize the passport handed him be-

cause of the American expose of how
Luxburg personally cabled Berlin
through the Swedish legation to sink
Argentina ships "without leaving a
trace."

From authoritative sources It was
reported Luxburg hopes to go to Para-
guay Instead of Germany, to be ac-

credited there as minister, and to re-

serve the Argentina post until some
more propitious time for his return.

Admission into Paraguay Is uncer-
tain. The press of Asuncion, com-
menting today, declared Luxburg
would be personally welcome, but not
officially so. The government Itself
has not yet made Its position clear.
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W. A. F. EKENGREN,
Minister from Sweden, who has remained away from Washington
daring the hubbub incident to expose of intrigue on the
part of Swedish legations at Buenos Aires and Mexico City.

FAITHFULMATRON

ATTREASURYDIES

I FIRST VACATION

The funeral of Mrs. Nettie Elchel-berge- r.

Treasury Department matron,
and "mother" to hundreds of women
employes of the department, was held
at 2 o'clock this afternoon at the
residence. "IS D street southeast.

Mrs. Elchelberger died while on the
first vacation she had taken In seven-
teen ;ears as a Government employe,
and on the day that she was to have
received promotion to the clerical
grade.

As a mark of the esteem In which
she was held, six department officials
acted aa pallbearers, and scores of de-

partment workers attended.
Mrs. Elchelberger waa stricken at

the summer home of Mrs. Charles C.
Hamlin, at Mattapolsett, Mass., where
Mrs. Hamlin had taken her as a guest
on her first vacation two weeka ago.
She died Wednesday after an opera
tlon necessitated by an Intestinal
trouble Incident to her age. She
leaves a son, Frank, twenty-tw-

years old, who was the third man In
the District to enlist In the navy, and
a daughter Lily.

Started aa Charwoman.
Mrs. Elchelberger, a widow, was ap

pointed a charwoman in the Treasury
in 1800, at the age of thirty-thre-

She soon became superintendent of
the force in charge of the women's
retiring rooms, and In 1910 became
superintendent of the Red Cross and
rest room for women employes, at the
time It was Installed.

Mrs. McAdoo, daughter of the Presl
dent, Mrs. Hamlin, wife of the
Reserve Board Governor, and Mrs.
Byron R. Newton, wife of the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury, were
attracted by her personality and her
motherly work for the women

of the Department.
For seventeen years Mrs. Elchel-

berger had never missed a day In re
porting at six o'clock In the morning
She remained until the last woman
employe was gone.

When Mrs. Hamlin Insisted upon
taking Mrs. Elchelberger to her home
at Mattapolsett for a acatlon. It took
all her persuasive powers, as well as
those of Mrs. McAdoo and Mrs. New-
ton to accomplish It. Two days after
reaching Mattapolsett Mrs. Elchel
berger became HI. Mrs. Hamlin's
physician said that her condition was
so critical that she could not be
moved and an operating table and
appliances, and two skilled surgeons
were summoned from Boston.

Had Hope of Recovery.
The operation was performed and

for several days It was believed that
Mrs. Elchelberger would recover.

In the meantime. Chief Clerk Wll-met- h,

of the Treasury Department
had prepared a recommendation for
an executive order promoting Mrs.
Elchelberger to the clerical grade
with an Increase nf mv (n rf.nr-vi- f-

Hon ofher services and efficiency
in the department. This was approved
by Assistant Secretary Newton and
the Secretary.

Pallbearers at the funeral this af
ternoon were E. H. Jemlson, super-
intendent of the Treasury building;
S. H, Marks, assistant chief clerk,
Charles Fisher, C A. Fenner, F. A.
Hornlg, and Dr. Charles Clark.

THE WASHINGTON TIMES. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER lo, 1917. .

SOLDIERS' WIVES

FILL VACANCIES IN
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Many of Washington's married
women are working behind counters
3f Washington's big department s Tores
today to help make the world safe
for democracy.

Especially are the wives of soldiers
working to keep up the families'
usual Incomes. And then again It Is
a patriotic duty that these women
ire performing. While the volume
of Washington's business Is greater
than It ever was before the big
stores are In a serious plight owing
to the great ahortage of help.

Married women and old men are
being advertised for every day. Only
recently one big department store ad-
vertised prominently In the news-
papers for married women, who could
spare only part of their time a few
houra perhaps in the middle of theday or on certain days of the week.Experience Is not necessary and
even younger girls, who are attend-
ing schools, have been appealed to
to give what assistance they may to
the commercial world at this unusual
time.

Married Women Fill Ranks.
"Married women and old men are

niling up the depleted ranka of
clerks In the department stores," said
George Ostermyer, advertising mana-
ger for Woodward & Lothrop's de-
partment store today. "Tho mer-
chants are glad to get any help pos-
sible, and many married women are
working a few hours each day "

Mr. Ostermyer explained that It was
now necessary to advertise promi-entl- y

In the columns of the news-
papers for help, whereas a few years
ago a little classified advertisement
would bring hundreds of applicants
for the positions

"There never was a time In the
history of Washington when help of
every kind wax so scarce. This la
due to the great Inroads made by the
Government, and there la every Indl
cation that this wilt continue for
some time." said Charles J. Columbus,
secretary of the Retail Merchants' Aa
soclatlon today.

Xrd Store Help.
"From both a patriotic and selfish

standpoint. It Is essential that more
employes be obtained for the burlness
houses of Washington.

"It will be a patriotic duty, as well
as a remunerative activity, for men
and women to rally to the business
colors," said Mr. Columbus.

"BONE DRY" LAW BRINGS

BIG DIVORCE INCREASE

SAVANNAH, Ga., Sept. 13. Di-

vorces have "vastly Increased" since
enactment of "bone dry" prohibition
legislation. Judge Henry Ellis de-

clared In the superior court here to-
day

"Contrary to the effect which might
have been expected," said the Judge,
"the number of divorces has vastly
Increased. I am frank to say the
situation Is a matter of distinct sur-
prise to roe."

U. S. AGENTS CLOSE

INN MEAN WITH

WAR PLOIT

'Continued from First Vage.)

District Attorney Swann, who ordered
the seliure, believes he will be able
to turn over to the Department of
Justice Information that will satisfy
their suspicions held for more than
wo years that somewhere In the vicin-
ity of New York the Kaiser's agents
were at work.

Examination of the documents re-

vealed a plot that extended from one
end of the country to the other. The
paper among other things, contained
startling revelations as regards
manufacturing plants where. war sup-pile- s

are made, contracts for war
supplies, strikes In munition plants,
information regarding, occurrencea In
Connecticut In connection with war
activities, and of shipments of Import-
ance to the Department of Justice.
Iavalvea Maay Hltkerta Vmturprc ;i.

Among the papera were listed names
of many well-know- n German "resid
ing In this country who., have thus
far succeeded In avoiding arrest, and
In some cases suspicion, buc wcrj
connected with German outrages.

The belief Is expressed that the
dictagraph was connected with the
apartment oi airs, iung and ner
ter, Mrs. Mary Melvln, and that Means
coulu overhear the . . -- 3ns br
tween them. A IargoZrevolv, with
hundreds of cartridges, .. .tored
with the dictagraph.

Officials at Concord, K. C, It is
reported, will ask for the arrest of
Means on a contempt of court charge.
They charge that he refused to turn
over to the court all papera U his
possession tearing on the affairs of
Mr. King. Much important infor-
mation la '"said to be In the papers
sought. ""

Seeead Will Looka Gemalne.
That the papers will shed light

on the alleged second will of James
C King, second husband of Mrs. King,
under the terms of which she would

have Inherited almost 14.000,000. In
to 1 1,000,000 settled on her by

other heirs. Is looked for. By re-

covering this alleged will Meana got
possession of the fortune through
maklna- - himself permanent custodian.

In a safe deposit box located yester-
day In Chicago, signatures wera
found of the late James C King,
which correspond to those on the aeo-o-

will. The box waa kept in the
name of Gaston H. Means, and waa
opened by order of the September
grand jury, upon request or jJisirici
Attorney Swann.

A new aultor for the hand of Mrs.
King was drawn Into the Inquiry by
District Attorney Swann today In the
person of 8alvatore Giordano, an
opera alnger. Giordano told District
Attorney Swann he met, Mrs.. King
three years' ago at a studio' party
given by a MUs Palmer In her rooms
on West Seventy-secon- d street. Mrs.

iking, he said, was taking vocal les
sons at the time and lnvltea mm to
sing at a party she gave at the Hotel
Males tic

Mrs. King, the singer said, became
Infatuated with him. and he took long
automobile trips over the country
with her. When they were not to-

gether, he said, she frequently called
him by long distance telephone.

Gaston Means, he said, was taken
along on the auto trips and waa In-

troduced to him as a United States
secret service operative, a man who
had done much apecial work for
President Wilson. Means waa acting
aa Mra. King's "business man," said
Giordano.

FEDERAL AGENT ASKS

FOR MEANS' ARREST

SALISBURY. X. C, Sept. 15, A
bench-- warrant has been applied for
by C. B. Ambrose, special agent of
the United States Department nf Jus
tice, before Judge E. B. Cltne, of the
Fifteenth Judicial district, for the ar
rest of Gaston B. Meana on a charge
of resisting a subpoena duces tecum.
Ambrose also asked for a forthwith
subpeona for Mrs. Mazle Melr'n aa a
material witness,

Solicitor Harden Clement decided on
the Issuing of the subpoena ducea
tecum after a conference with Judge
Cllne. Legal precedents were looked
up, and It waa determined that the
step was constitutional.

The Instrument was executed, and
placed In the hands of the special
agent, who motored to Concord. It
called on Means for the surrender of
all letters, telegr'.ms, and other docu
mentary evidence. Including the "sec
ond" James C. King will, relating to
his (Means') business relations with
Mrs. Maude A. King.

Ambrose found Means at the home
of his father. William G. Means.
Means waa alone.

'I have been sent by Solicitor
Clement to serve a subpoena duces
tecum which calls upon you to pro
duce all papers and other evidence
relative to your business relations
with Mrs. King." the Federal agent
said.

'Let's see It." Means said He read
It slowly and carefully.

"I should like the privilege of con
sulting my attorneys before comply
ing with the commands of this pa-
per," he continued. "Wilt you go
with me to my father's office?"

The request waa granted by Am
brose and the two entered a motor
car and drove to the office of the
elder Means.

"Father, I've been served with a
subpoena to produce all my papers,"
the son explained.

"What's thatr the elder Meana ex.
claimed. "Let me have a look at that
paper, boy." He held out his hand to
Ambrose.

"This subpoena Is unconstitutional."
waa the opinion of the father. "We
are not going to give up anything that
can be used against my son In a
criminal action."

"Yes, It's all a part of a conspiracy
by the Northern Trust Company of
Chicago in the King will matter," the
son supplemented.

"I am not my son's counsel, but I
will call them here for a conference,"
the father continued. He' hurried
across the street to the office of an
attorney, L. T Hartsdell. who accom-
panied him hack. The two held
a whispered conference and then an-
nounced that they desired to send for
Frank I. Osborn, former district Judge
at cnariotte,

Sued by Girl, Then
By Wife; Now Held

As Embezzler

STAMFORD, Sept 15. Trouble
Is certainly piling ui for Maximil-
ian J. Fuchs, for many years man-
ager of the Baer Brothera bronxe
plant here, the largest bronze-makl-

plant In the world. A few
weeks ago he was sued for 0

for alleged breach of promise
to marry by Miss Adelaide E.
Doboa, a governess, of New e.

Today a warrant was Is-

sued for his arrest on an embez-
zlement charge preferred by Baer
Brothers,' who claim he sold waste
materials valued at $7,000 In "May
and In February last and pocketed
the proceeds.

They also filed suit against Fuchs
today for 1110,000, claiming the
surreptitious sales of waste ma-
terials covered a period of many
years. On top of these complica-
tions came the filing for divorce
by Fuchs wife, Mrs. Margaret
Fuchs, who names Miss Dobos and
who also has attached her hus-

band's property for $40,000 to se-

cure an alimony claim.
Fuchs has been In Reno, but he

Is said tobe en route to Stam-
ford to give himself up. s

ITALIANS FINISH

THEIR CONQUEST

0FSANGA8RIELE

ROME, 'Sept. IS. After three weeks
of savage fighting, which raged night
and Say, the Italian army has achiev
ed Its most 'glorious victory of the
war. Battling against mountain
fortresses, held by great masses of
constantly Austro-Hun- -

garlan troops, the Italians have com
pleted their conquest of Monte San
Gabriels, thus removing all danger
of an Austro-Hungarla- n offensive in
this sector.

(Once before the Italians captured
this great mountain fortress, but by
the use of fresh troops hurried to the
scene from Roumanla the Austro- -
Hungarlana were able to e It.)

Southeast of Monte San Qabrlele,
where the Italians are fighting to
open the roadway to Lalbach, the
chief Austro-Hungarl- base and the
key to the heart of Austria, a battle
Is raging around Monte Danlele.

These twin mountains, both of
which the Austrc-Hungarl- had
transformed Into supposedly Impreg-
nable fortresses, stand northeast of
Gorilla and flank the southern fringe
of the Balnslzza plateau.

San Gabrlele dominates the access
to Frlull and eliminates the Austro-Hungarl- an

menace to the Frlgldlo
valley and the Gorilla plain.

The fighting around these moun
tains haa been marked by the utmost
violence, and heavy losses have been
Buffered on both sides. The Italian
losses, however, were small compared
with the brilliance of their achieve-
ment.

All Italy today rings with praise
for General Cadorna. the Italian com-
mander and Is thrilled by
the magnificent triumph of his Napo-
leonic

of
strategy.

EUROPEAN
NEWS

NEAR BREAKDOWN

MILITANT PICKET

FREE.BUTDEFIANT

Mrs. Abbe Scott Baker, former press
chairman of the National Woman's
Party, furnished the suffrage sensa-
tion today, when she was released
from custody by the District, authori-
ties, after her husband Dr. R. W.
Baker, paid her fine for picketing the
White House, despite Mrs. Baiters
protest.

Mrs. Baker's condition was serious
when she was released. She had
served a little more than a week of
a sixty-da- sentence' at Occocman. and
bad lost thirteen pounds during ner
Incarceration. Dr. Baker's efforts to
pay her fine were met with some op
position, but the money was finally
accepted.

As soon as It waa learned that he
waa making an effort to bring about
her release. Mrs. Baker was sent to in
District Jail yesterday afternoon, and
later was transferred to the Washing-
ton Asylum Hospital. She seemed on
the verre of a. nervous breakdown.

"I -- paid my wife's fine against her
will." said Dr. Baker, "because I be
lieved her Imprisonment was under-
mining her health. She was In poor
phyilcarcondltlon before she went to
the workhouse, and she went there
over my protest."

Over the telephone today, Mrs.
Baker declared that as soon as she
is well she will resume her place In
the picket line, and that her release
today was absolutely against her
wllL

HEALTH OFFICIALS ORDER

ARREST OF LUNCH MEN

Dezei Q&rgti Witk Ittfag k--

sastaiy Pkces.

Inspectors of the Health Depart
ment have reported a,number of lunch
rooms and eating establishments a.
falllng to comply with regulations re
gardlng cleanliness.

The result Is the Isitanee of more
than a dozen warrants charging the
proprietors with failure to comply
with the sanitary regulations. In
most cases the proprietors have for-
feited collateral.

The lunch rooms against which
charges have been preferred, it was
said today by Dr. W. C. Fowler, dep
uty health officer, are of the second
acd third class. Orders were given
by Dr. Fowler today to follow up the
Inspections and to prefer additional
charges against tie men who have
forfeited collateral unl js they com-
ply with the regulations. The pen-
alty Is a fine of not more than f IS.

RED CROSS OVERS

REPEAT DONATIONS

Believing that It is more blessed to
give than to receive, many of the
20,000-od- members of the District
Chapter of the Red Cross. It was as
certained today, have repeated many
tlmea over their gifts and contribu
tions to the fund being raised In Wash
ington. The books of Chairman
Henry B. F. Macfarland ahow that
hundreds of these members have more
than doubled their original contribu-
tions.

The war service fund Is richer by
$13.17 today aa a result of an enter-
tainment given last night at the home

Miss Evelyn Davis, at 900 Eleventh
street southeast.

WAR
SUMMARY

With the capture of the summit of Slonte San Gabrlele, the Ital-

ians have overcome the greatest obstacle to their advance on Trieste
and opened the way for a drive on Laibach, the big Austrian base to
the east. The offensive thus become the overshadowing; feature of the
war situation. Indeed, well informed students of the situation lay
that Italy is now in a position to strike a decisive blow against the
central powers if she is supplied with plenty of guns and ammuni-

tion. The drive has shown that the country's generals are among the
ablest developed by the war. She has plenty of men and they have
proved themselves to be of the highest type of soldiers. Obviously the
operation which has assumed such a momentous scope is going to
prove one of the deciding factors of the conflict.

Intrenched on the San Gabriele heights, the Italians are now only
forty miles from Laibach and twenty-si- x from Trieste. Their guns
dominate the Frigido valley and the Gorizla plain. Only one strong-

hold remains to be overcome in the drive on Trieste Monte San
Danlele. Compared with the San Gabriele operation this task ought to
prove easy according to Italian authorities.

The consensus of military opinion seems to be that General Ca-

dorna is going to concentrate his energies from now on in a thrust
toward Laibach.

With this stronghold in his hands he would be in a position to
begin a drive into the interior with Vienna as his objectve. Labach is
situated at the end of the mountain range which has offered the great-

est problem to the offensive so far. Behind it lie great reaches of
unfortified plains. Established there the Italians would have Pols and
Fiume cut off, the menace of the Austrian fleet obliterated, and the
situation generally in their hands.

In diplomatic circles here it is stated that the allies have decided
to furnish the Italians with supplies as fast as ships can be obtained
to transport them in an effort to bring the offensive, fraught as it is
with such momentous possibilities, to a decisive conclusion.

Infantry activity is developing in the Vendun sector again, with
the Germans as the aggressors. Picked troops of the crown prince at-

tacked the French positions on a front of about 500 yards north of the
Caurieres wood yesterday afternoon, and at last accounts the struggle
for the trench was still in furious progress. The attack was the sequel
to a violent artillery duel which has been under way in that immediate
district for several days. German infantry has also been active on the
Aisne front, the French official statement mentioning a determined
attack in the Casemates plateau region. The assault was repulsed af-

ter desperate hand-to-han- d fighting.
Bad weather is hindering operations on the British front. Local

fighting has been in progress northeast of St. Julien, however, and the
Germans are vigorously bombarding General Haig's positions around
Lens.

Operations on the other fronts, including the Riga districts where
the Russians showed signs of a counter offensive earlier in the week,
are at a standstill.

1

Uncle Sam Buys '

Mankormg Sticks
For Camp Bakers

Uncle Sam has been buying
manicure outfits.

This doesn't sound much like
"driving" on the western front
and amashlng away to Berlin, but
there Is method In what may look
like madness to some.

The manicure outfits have been
supplied some jof the bakers who
are to prepare the bread at the
cantonments.

The new army is expected to
live up to the highest standards
of hygiene and sanitation. Flies

'ar to be shunned as enemies,
and microbes abhorred as It they
were Prussians.

On of the Insistent demands of
cantonment commanders Is that
the men who do the baking must
not mix dirt and dough and must
look to their finger nails before
they knead the bread. For this
purpose orange sticks and simple
manicure equipment ar provided.

SDCiflLISI DEPUTIES

MAMM
PJWVEH

.PARIS, Sept-1- 5. Socialist members
of the Chamber of Deputies are pre-
paring to give a warm reception to
the new Palnleve cabinet when the
chamber meets on Tuesday.

The Socialists brought about the
downfall "of the former ministry,
headed by M .Rlbot, but have been
excluded entirely from the new gov-
ernment formed by Paul Palnleve.
The chief representative of the
Socialists In the previous cabinet was
Albert Thomas, minister of muni-
tions. -

M. Palnleve, In addition to the
premiership, holds the post of min-
ister of war In the new ministry. Of
the sixteen members only thre have
not serrea in xormer zoirnuacnu.

It is understood that on of tan
charges the Socialists will press
against the "reshuffled government"
is a lack of democratic principle in
the foreign policy. M. Rlbot, former
premier. Is the new foreign minister.

L FFICIALS

EXPECTINCREASE

0F5,000"P0PILS

Washington's school enrollment for
1917-191- 8 is expected to exceed last
year's enrollment by more than 5,000.
according to estimates mad today
by Superintendent of Schools Thurc
ton and his associates.

Th total graded and high school
enrollment of 1918-1- 7 was 61.000 pupils.
but this year the number will total
nearly 70.000, it is believed. A heavy
Increase in the city's population, due
to the Government's demand for war
workers, will increase the number of
pupils, it Is expected.

The final preparations for the open-

ing of school on Monday were being
made today at the Franklin School.
Supervising principals of the twelve
school divisions were in conference
with their teachers during the best
part of the day.

During 'the past two or three days.
principals of all schools have been at
their rooms from 8:30 to'10 a. m-- and
from 4 to 6 p. m., to meet
pupils who desire to enroll.

The high school enrollment board,
which has been meetlnr In the Frank
lin School for several days to consider
applications of pupils,
reports an application list somewhat
above normal already. This list is
expected to be increased during the
first six weeka of the school term.

CONGRESS MAY SEND

MISSION TO EUROPE

Following on the suggestion of
Henry Franklin'Boulllon, vie presi-
dent of the French chamber of depu-

ties, made Jn an address to the
House, there Is serious consideration
among leaders In Congress of send-

ing a Congressional mission to Eu-
rope. Its purpose would be to dis-

cuss war legislation with members of
parliamentary boties of the allies
and at the same time to obtain first-

hand Information about conditions.
The Senate has given the matter

little consideration, but If the House
should send a party the Senate is ex-

pected to do likewise.

EYEGLASS CASE MAY

IDENTIFY CAR VICTIM

1?
An eyeglass case bearing the name

of a local dealer may lead to the
Identity of the atranger who was
knocked down and killed by a west-
bound Washington Railway and Elec-
tric car at Fourteenth street and
New York avenue northwest last
night.

If this clue falls the police will
communicate with the authorities of
Hamilton, Bermuda, to trace the
label In the man's coat.

Coroner Nevltt Is holding an In-

quest at the morgue today to
responsibility for the acci-

dent.
The victim was apparently about

forty-fiv- e years old. weighed about
115 pounds And had a heavy black
mustache tinged with gray. He wore
a light brown suit and straw hat.

WAR BUYING

FACTS MUST

BE FILED FOR

PUR I C VIEW

I

By BILL. PRICK.
Of deep interest in Washington and

throughout the country, in view of
all sorts of intimations going the
rounds as to the letting of contracts
for war supplies, will be the civil
war time law, still as effectlv as at
that time, providing for the filing of
all bids, contracts, and papers In th
returns office of the Interior Depart
ment, to .which any one may have
access at any time.

In the deficiency annronrlatlons rt
of June IS, 1917. Congress recognized
me wnaom or the law, passed June 2.
lt62, by amending it so that the fil-
ing of all papers In any purchase by
the Government might be delayed
ninety days, the original law calling
for filing within thirty days.

Dlslrlkatlax Xeswrts.
Reports are being- scattered wide

spread that the spirit and letter of
another law providing that blda shall
be advertised for before contracts are
made are dally violated- -

No responsible authority has un-
dertaken to Investigate . the reports
afloat, some taking It for granted thatdisgruntled contractors are at th
bottom of the atdrlea.

Regardless of the foundation for
the stories, which officials take for
granted wilt continue to the end of
th war, everybody will want to read
section 3744 of the act of June 3.
1862. It la as foilowa:

Wkat Act Piwvfdea.
"It shall be the duty of the Secre-

tary of War, of the Secretary of th
Navy, and of the Secretary of the In
terior, to cause and require every
contract mad by them severally on
behalf of the Government, or by their
officers under them appointed to maks
sucn contracts, to be reduced to writ--

lng; and signed by th contracting
parties witn tneir names at the end
thereof; a copy of which shall be filed
by the officer making and signing- - th
contract in th return office of th
Department of the Interior, as sooa
after the contract is mad as pos-
sible, and within thirty days, together
with all bids, offers, and proposals
to him made by persons to obtain th
same, and with a copy of any adver-
tisement he may have published Invit-ln- g

bids, offers, or proposals for th
same.

"All the copies and papers in rela-
tion to each contract shall be attach-
ed together by a ribbon and seal, and
marked by numbers in regular order,
according to the number of papers
composing th whole return."

Affidavit Rewalre.
Section 374S of the same act pro-

vides:
"It shall be the further duty of

the officer, before making his re-
turn, according to the preceding seo
tlon, to affix to th same his affl
davit In the following form, sworn taj
before some magistrate Having au-
thority to administer oaths: 1 d
solemnly swear (or affirm) that th
copy of contract hereto annexed 1

an exact copy of a contract mada
by me personally with : that
I mad th same fairly without any
benefit or advantage to myself, of
allowing any such benefit or ad
vantage corruptly to th said
or any other person; and that th
papers accompanying include all
those relating to the said contract
as required by the statute. In sue
ease made and provided. "

The penalty for failure to file aS
papers as provided in sections 3744
and 3745 is a fine of not more than
1500 and imprisonment for not mora
than six months.

The Secretary of the Interior la re-
quired to provide a proper apart-
ment, "to be called the "returns of-
fice,' "In which all returns shall be
made." The clerk of the office la
required to file all returns "mo that
the same may be of easy access,
keeping all returns mad by th same
officer in the same place, and num-
bering them in the order in which
they are made."

The clerk la furthermore required
to keep an index book, "with th
names of the contracting parties, and
the number of each contract opposite
to the names: and shall submit th
index-boo-k and returns to any per-
son desiring to inspect them."
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Soothe Sid Irritations

WkhCuticm
Delicate, sensitive skins with tea

dency to eczemas, rashes, redness of
roughness should not be irritated by
strongly medicated soaps. Why not
use for every-ds- y toilet purposes, Cuti-cur- a,

a pure, gentle Scapt touching tie
first signs of pimples or irritation with
Cuticura Ointment? For sample each
free bv mail address post-car- "Cuti-
cura, DepUUG, Boston." Sold every-
where. Soap 25c Ointment 25 and 50c.
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